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I. the moon looked into my window
II. night



Performance Notes

At a rapid speed, randomly play any of the notes given.  Continue until a new direction 
is given. In this example, the pianist  is not to play E5, B5 and D6 as a simultaneity, 
but simply the pianist should try to play only one note at a time.  The speed of the notes 
should be rapid, but not as fast as possible.  Moreover, the speed does not need to be 
static and may fluctuate slightly.

At a rapid speed, randomly play any any note within the given range.  Continue until a new direction is giv-
en. In this example, the pianist  is not to play Eb5 and D6 as a simultaneity, but simply the pianist should try 
to play any note between Eb5 and D6 - one note at a time.  The speed of the notes should be rapid, but not as 
fast as possible.  Moreover, the speed does not need to be static and may fluctuate slightly.

Over time, slightly increase the speed of notes played. When gesture is completed, the pianist should 
return to the original speed. 

Over time, slightly decrease the speed of notes played. When gesture completed, the pianist should 
return to the original speed. 

Over time, slightly increase and then decrease the speed of notes played back to original speed.

Suddenly increase the speed slightly of notes played. When gesture is completed, the pianist should 
return to the original speed. 

Generally occurring on a syncopated notes, this symbol indicates that the singer should take care not to stress 
or accent the note.   

Recipient of the Chicago Composers Forum 2005 Abelson Vocal Music Commission Program
supported by the  Katherine A. Abelson Fund of the  Lester S. Abelson Foundation.



Program Notes

The moon looked into my window by E.E. Cummings

the moon looked into my window
it touched me with its small hands
and with curling infantile 
fingers it understood my eyes cheeks mouth
its hands(slipping)felt of my necktie wandered
against my shirt and into my body the
sharp things fingered tinily my heart life

the little hands withdrew,jerkily,themselves

quietly they began playing with a  button
the moon smiled she 
let go my vest and crept
through the window
she did not fall
she went creeping along the air
         over houses
         roofs

And out of the east toward 
her fragile light bent gatheringly

NIGHT by E.E. Cummings

Night, with sunset hauntings;
A red cloud under the moon.
Here will I meet my love
Beneath hushed trees.

Over the silver meadows
Of flower-folded grass,
Shall come unto me
Her feet like arrows of moonlight.

Under the magic forest
Mute with shadow,
I will utterly greet
The blown star of her face.

By white waters 
Sheathed in rippling silence,
Shall I behold her hands
Hurting the dark with lilies.

Hush thee to worship, soul!
Now is thy movement of love.
Night; and a red cloud
Under the moon.

“NIGHT,” and “the moon looked into my window” from COMPLETE POEMS: 1904-1962, by E.E. Cummings, Edited by George J. Firmage, are used with the permission of Liveright Publishing 
Corporation.  Copyright © 1926, 1954, 1973, 1991 by the Trustees for the E.E. Cummings Trust.  Copyright © 1985 by George James Firmage.
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